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Wichita A’S Model A Club Meeting- March25, 2024 

Presidents Notes 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE  – President Frank Chenoweth called the meeting to order and 
led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   
NEW MEMBERS/GUESTS –  Guest attendance included John Reents.  
SUNSHINE REPORT – Barb Phye reported that Lenette Kottas passed away on Sunday, March 24th.  Funeral will be on 
April 5th at 10am in Harper, KS.   Sheila Orr has been having back issues.  James Sharp has borderline kidney rejection.  
STORY OF THE EVENING - Don Grabendike shared the story of the evening. 
MARC & MAFCA – No report.               CORRESPONDENCE – None received.   
MINUTES (February 26, 2024) –Jim Nungesser moved that the minutes be accepted.  Jim Broadhead seconded.  Motion 
carried.   
TREASURERS  REPORT– In Claudia Ellerman’s absence, Kathy James  gave the treasurer’s report.    
WICHITA AREA CAR CLUB COUNCIL – Stuart McNeal reported that there is a car show in Goddard on 4/6/2024. 
There are car shows in Hutchinson  every month.  Watch the Facebook page WACC. 
PREVIOUS TOURS OR EVENTS .  Mike James reported that 13 Model A’s, 3 moderns and 29 people attended the  
SEDAN FLORAL TOUR on 3/23/24.  Sedan Floral and the Emmett Kelly Museum were visited.  The group ate at Buck’s 
BBQ  followed  with ice cream and cookies at Aunt B’s.   
FUTURE TOURS - Don Grabendike announced that the GO FLY A KITE event will be 4/21/24 at  2pm at High Park in 
Derby Park.  Sign up now.  Cost $5.   Jack Hezlep announced that the DERBY LIBRARY 100th  BIRTHDAY CELEBRA-
TION  will be on 10/19/24 from 9am - 1pm.  They would like Model A’s at this event.  Mike James gave an update on the 
GILMORE BUS TRIP (Sept. 19-23).  Twenty-seven people have signed up so far.  Sign ups are still being taken.    Mike is 
also organizing the BIG KANSAS ROAD TRIP, May 2-5th.   Let him know if interested.   Tom Ruggles announced COF-
FEE & DONUTS at his garage on Thursday, April 4th from 8-10am.   Tom is leading  CRUSING THE MIGHTY MO TOUR 
on 6/7 - 6/9th.  Sights to be visited include but are not limited to the Atchison Railroad Museum, Amelia Earhart Museum, 
and the Carousel Museum.  Sign ups being taken now.   Jim Nungesser is wanting to lead a two day MINDEN NE TOUR 
and wondered if there was any interested?  Possible tour date to be determined.   
OLD BUSINESS–The board agreed to make a $100 donation to McPherson College as we have in the past.   
NEW BUSINESS - Linda Kibbe announced that the Kansas Aviation Museum is having a fundraiser on 4/6th and it has a 
1920’s theme.   They requested Model A participation.   Three club members volunteered to attend.     
REFRESHMENTS – Provided by Doris Jean Ludlow, Dawna Ruggles, Kathy James and Vicki Hildebrand.  
NEXT MEETING -   April 22, 2024 is next meeting.  Then May meeting will be May 20th, 2024  (due to Memorial Day 
holiday) 
PROGRAM - Rick Speck introduced Jason P Roach, Chief of the Consumer Protection Division of Sedgwick County 
District Attorney Office, who spoke about scammers.   
ADJOURNMENT – Meeting was adjourned by Frank Chenoweth.   
 
Submitted by Kathy James, Secretary  
 
 

Hello to all.  Hope you are having a great spring, enjoying the warmer weather, and looking forward to Model A tours. A 
large group enjoyed the Tour to Sedan where we enjoyed a tour of the Sedan Floral, a thriving and important business in 
Sedan.  As I have mentioned the tour to folks not in the club many have said they try to get their plants from  
Sedan Floral as the do very well in our part of the country.  Thanks to the James’s for the tour.  We also had a short tour of 
the Emmett Kelly Museum and enjoyed a good lunch of BBQ and delicious Ice cream. 
Hope your cars already or getting ready (mine) for the tour season coming up.  We have several tours scheduled, including 
several multiday tours and out of state tours, local tours and an opportunity to “Go Fly a Kite”. 
At the last meeting we had a very interesting program presented by Asst. District Attorney Jason Roach, Chief of the Con-
sumer Protection Division.  He gave us several suggestions on how to keep us safe from scammers. 
Hope to see you at the meeting on April 22.  
 
  
Frank Chenowith - President 
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Wichita A’s Model A Club Meeting– March  Presentation 

Editors Notes 

March Meeting Presentation 
At the March 25th meeting, we had an interesting presentation by Jason P. Roach, Assistant District Attorney, Consumer 
Protection Division, on “Fraud and Scams; How to Look Out For And Avoid Them”.   The presentation provided an over-
view of the common scams impacting our community, identify red flags that you should be on the lookout for and exam-
ples of what you can do to protect yourself. 

 

     Some of Jason’s  Red Flag Points to Remember: 
Personal Information Requests: 

Never give out personal information such as a bank account number 
Never give out your credit card number over the phone 

Strange Payment Requests: 
Never pay for anything with gift cards, cash, or cryptocurrency 
The government does not take Walmart Gift Cards or Bitcoin. 
If they tell you to keep it secret, it’s likely a scam. 
Never send money to someone you have never met 

 
ALWAYS REPORT SCAMS 

Below is a Contact Listing for Reporting Scams 
 

Local law enforcement 
Email Consumer@Sedgwick.gov 
Wichita Police Department 316-268-4221 (Non-Emergency Number) 

IC3.gov 
Reportfraud.ftc.gov 

 Many activities are planned for the Wichita A’s.  Get your Model A’s dusted and ready to go! 
Rick Speck has planned very interesting programs, so don’t miss them.    There are always 
opportunities to get involved with the club, tours, bring a refreshment to the meeting or serve 
as an officer.  A great way to get to know the members  and have fun   
Enjoy the great weather-about to plant some flowers, hope it is not to soon! 
 
Sheila Orr, Editor 

mailto:Consumer@Sedgwick.gov


 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

 

 

Friday May 3, 2024 
Sheila Orr 

sheorr@sbcglobal.net or 
316-207-8878 
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Announcement 's  

April May June 

 
Beverage 

Linda Kibbe 
 

Treats 
 

JoAnn Bruce 
Debbie Rice 

Carolyn Nungesser 
 

 
Beverage 

Marcia Kurtz 
 

Treats 
 

Trudee Harshfield 
Donna Hileman 
Bonita Graham 

 

 
Beverage 

Brenda Broadhead 
 

Treats 
 

Melanie Adams 
Eric Seiler 

Dawna Ruggles 
 

MAFFI BRICK COLECTION 
 
The starting balance in the headlight was 
$122.85. At the March meeting, $28.00 
was collected.  The balance in the head-
light is $150.55.  $150.00 placed to pur-
chase a brick. 

 
Denny Ellerman 
 
 
 

2024 Refreshments 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Julie Frazer 
3 Jane McLaughlin 
3 Ron Eyres 
8 Stuart McNeal 
9 Mary Hilger 
12 Eric Weninger 
14 Greg Rau 
15 Scott Guinty 
18 Don Waller 
22 Judy Hill 
25 Gary Moore 
26 Ron Little 
28 Steve White 
30 Judy Smith 
 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE 
 
Lance & Paulina Brashear 
 

PHONE NUMBER CHANGE 
 

Richard Giordano  
Melissa Giordano   
 
Delete home phone number in roster 

Address Change 
Phone Number Change 

Our sympathy goes out 
to the family of Lennette 
Kottas who recently 
passed.  Lennette and 
her husband Lawrence 
were long time members 
of the Wichita A’s. 

Restored  “rear window” for a 
1930-1931 open car. Stainless 
outer trim and powder coated 
interior trim. Show quality.  
Reasonable price. 
 
Contact Ron Blissit 
 
 

For Sale 
1930 Model A Standard coup 
and 1947 Ford 5 passenger 
coup 
 
Contact Rex Kraus 
 

FOR SALE 



 

April 2024                                                                      Rumbleseat Review                                                                    Page 5 

A Floral Delight in Sedan 

 
Saturday, March 23 proved to be a great road tripen day to southeast Kansas for a visit to Sedan Floral.  We had 29 people, 
13 Model A’s and 3 modern machines travel some beautiful backroads of Kansas.  Although a little cool, the temperatures 
did not dampen our sprits and the view out our windscreens was spectacular Kansas!  I never tire seeing rolling hills, small 
streams, ponds, grazing cattle and open prairie.  Add the visual of a Model A Ford traversing a two-lane road ribbon and the 
scene is iconic Kansas. 
 
After just over a two and one-half hour drive we arrived at Sedan Floral at 11:00 AM.  Our tour guides, Kathy & her son 
Jonathan (President /CEO) split us into two groups for a 45 minute walking greenhouse tour.  Growing approximately 300 
different varieties of bedding plants, the inside of the greenhouse tunnels is a plethora of green plants in early stages of life.  
Our spring time arrival was also well suited to see a number of plants starting to bloom.  Employing 15 people full-time and 
another 50 guest employees Sedan Floral has provided a life-line keeping a small community in Kansas alive.  It was re-
freshing and inspiring to see.  

Upon completing our tour of Sedan Floral, we drove the Model A’s to the Emmet Kelly Museum.  Located in downtown 
Sedan at the old Opera House, the museum has become a repository of news clippings, photos and artifacts relating to Se-
dan’s famous son, Emmet Kelly, aka Weary Willie.   

Frank Chenoweth - Model A’s arrive Sedan Floral                                                                Over 7 acres of plants under roof! 

Model A’s at the Em-
met Kelly Museum  

Emmet Kelly Museum guide Rosey Seeeny  
(pointing upward). 

PAST TOURS AND EVENTS 
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A uniquely American clown, Emmett Kelly made the 
hobo clown, Weary Willie, world famous.  Appearing 
in the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Cir-
cus, Emmett Kelly traveled the United States and Eu-
rope presenting his Weary Willie spotlight routine. 
 
During our tour of the Emmett Kelly Museum our 
group learned that Emmett Kelly was born in Sedan, 
KS in 1898.  Emmett started out by giving “chalk 
talks” at local schools, worked as a laborer at carni-
vals and circuses and eventually trained as a trapeze 
artist and married his first wife Eva, who, together, 
had a circus trapeze act.   

Completing our tour of the Emmett Kelly museum, our group drove to Bucks BBQ for a lunch sandwich.  Featuring Bucks 
notoriously great smoked meats, our Model A’ers had a choice of brisket, bologna, chicken, ham or pulled-pork with a 
side.  Bucks BBQ lived up to its reputation of being great BBQ. With lunch done, the Wichita A’s were not-done with Se-
dan.  A great lunch deserves a great desert so the Model A’s did a car parade to Aunt B’s for ice cream and cookies.    

Greg & Jeannie Rau at Aunt B’s                                       

 Josh Schmitz & Nicole 
Lodermeier at Aunt B’s.  

There’s always room for ice 
cream! 

                                                                                       

Wichita A’s 
parked at Aunt 
B’s! 

Continued from page 5 



 

The visual of an old Model A Ford provides an instant nostalgic 
and magical look into the past.   
 
Whose watching?  
  
The clipping to the left was found on Instagram and appeared 
minutes after the Model A’s were parked on Main Street Sedan 
across the street from Aunt B’s.  
 
Although our cars travel slow, our cars image travel at the speed of 
light! 
 
The answer to the question - Whose Watching? 
 
Answer is: EVERYONE! 
 
Kudos to the Wichita A’s for keeping the past alive and sharing a 
great iconic visual with all the folks watching.  Ahooga! 
  

 
 

Headline:  Flash Mob of Model A’ers flood 
Aunt B’s in Sedan, KS. 
 
Aunt B’s ice cream/coffee shop has repurposed/
transformed a former main street lime stone 
business building into a modern facility for 
meeting friends and family.  With bar stools, 
tables & chairs along with a relaxing sofa, the 
modernized space provided a great eclectic 
space for completing our Model A tour of Se-
dan. 
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Coffee and Donuts 

Coffee and donuts at Tom Ruggles 
garage on April 4th! 

Continued from page 6 

Article written by Mike James, Tour Leader 



 

2024 May 2-5 
The 2024 Big Kansas Road Trip starts Thursday, May 2 and ends on Sunday May 5, 2024.  If you are interested in joining 
the Wichita A’s, make your hotel reservations now.  Hotel/Motel accommodations are limited.  We initially placed a hold 
for five (5) rooms and then increased the hold number to eight (8) rooms at the America’s Best Value Inn.    
  
Call, text or email Kathy or Mike James to register for this exciting Wichita A’s club event.  
Kathy James cell Ph: Mike James cell Ph: (call or text) 
Email:  
 
We will be traveling to Ellsworth, Lincoln counties as well as Lucas, KS located in Russell county.  

Unlike Dorthy & her little dog Toto, we will not be leaving Kansas.  Everything 
will happen in the heart of our country - KANSAS! 
 
We will be visiting Ellsworth, Lincoln counties plus Lucas, Kansas located in 
Russell county.  The BKRT is an immersive experience.  We will be visiting, 
seeing and participating in everything Kansas.  Some of the planned activities 
are: Kannapolis - Horse Thief Canyon Ranger Chat, Cattle branding at the Bar J 
Ranch, Mushroom State Park Ranger Chat, Fort Harker Open House, Open 
house at Lincoln’s Free House, tour Marshall-Yohe house, Nielsen Farmstead, 
Lucas Garden of Eden, Vesper Bingo Night, see the world’s largest Czech Egg, 
take in a movie (Paper Moon -which was filmed in Kansas and features Model 
A’s) and participate in a documentary & author talk with Mildred Schindler 
Janzen who authored the book “Surviving Hitler Evading Stalin” (note: she is 
95).   

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS CALL NOW! 

BKRT Thursday, May 2-Sunday, May 5, 2024 (3 Nights lodging)  We will be staying at same hotel each night 
 
America’s Best Value Inn 
114 Foster Rd 
Ellsworth, KS 67439                                   PHONE 785-472-3116 
 
Note:  5 rooms have been placed on hold under Wichita A’s (Mike James) 
(ONE ROOM HAS TWO DOUBLE BEDS.  The other 4 rooms have one double bed) 
Cost:  $120 + tax for two queen beds in room 
           $100 + tax for one queen bed in room 
 
Complimentary breakfast included.  All rooms have refrigerator and microwave.  Common meeting area available 
should we want to use-no charge 
 
Rooms will be held until April 10, 2024.  NOTE:  ROOMS ARE CHEAPER ON LINE, HOWEVER, THE DATES 
FOR BKRT ARE SOLD OUT. 
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FUTURE TOURS AND EVENTS 



 

CRUISIN’ ON THE MIGHTY MO 
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This 3-day tour will begin Friday, June 7 and end Sunday, June 9, 2024.  Friday the group will leave 
McDonald’s at 53rd N. and Meridian at 7:30 am for the drive to Lansing KS, with a short local tour that 
evening.  Saturday will be a full day of touring Leavenworth and Atchison KS, and Weston and St. Joseph 
MO.   
Overnight stay both nights will be at EconoLodge in Lansing.  DO NOT CONTACT THE MOTEL.  
Rooms have been guaranteed and will be charged at check-in.   Rate is $105.92 per night, taxes included, 
double occupancy.  
  
Cost is $15 per member, $65 per non-member; including all admission charges and lunch Friday and Sun-

day. 

.Sign up at April meeting or contact Tom Ruggles at .   

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE IS APRIL 30TH. 

“A” Club Picnic 

The Annual Club Picnic will be held on Saturday, May 18th  at Jane & Steve McLaughlin’s home.  Come at 5:30 
PM  Dinner served at 6  PM.  Please bring either a side dish or desert.  Hot dogs will be provided.  I understand 
there may be some lawn games for those who are interested, Don Grabendike will be in charge of those.  See you 
there! 
 
When:   Saturday  May 18th 
Time:    5:30 PM eat at 6 PM 
Where:  McLaughlins   
Bring:   Side dish or desert 

Go Fly “A” Kite 

GO FLY “a” KITE 
SUNDAY April 21st 
2:00 pm 
Depart   Parklane Shopping Center 
                    812 S. Oliver 
                     North end of parking lot 
We will tour High Park in derby, KS.   
 
Don Grabendike 
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Bus Trip to Michigan 

Coffee and Donuts 

All Men are invited for Coffee and Donuts at Tom Ruggles Garage .  
The event is held the first Thursday of each month.  The next event will 
be on Thursday,  May 2nd  from 8 to 10 AM.  Come join us!  Address 
is . 

Wichita  A’s Model A Car Club 
Gilmore Car Museum – Michigan Bus Trip 
DEPART - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

RETURN - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024 
 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
 
We need to collect a $200 per person deposit for our Gilmore Car Museum – Michi-
gan Bus Trip.   This is a non-refundable deposit UNLESS the trip is cancelled by 
the club planners due to unforeseen circumstances.   
 
Please send your deposit to:  Rick Speck, as soon as possible but not later that April 
22, 2024 or bring your check to the April 22nd Club Meeting .  Make the check out 
to:  Wichita A’s Model A Car Club.    
 
If you have not signed up but would like to go on this amazing trip it isn’t too late to 
join in.  Call or email Rick Speck at  
 
The proposed bus trip to Michigan will provide us with the opportunity to look back at the early 
years of the automobile and reflect on our parents and grand-parents lives. It will provide all of 
us with the opportunity to ponder how much different would our life be today without automo-
biles. On our bus trip we will be stopping at five different museums. Each stop will offer a 
unique view into our country’s past. 
The first stop will be the Studebaker National Museum.   The second stop is at History Museum 
& Oliver Mansion.   As our third stop on our bus adventure, The Gilmore is hailed as one of the 
top museums in the nation.   Our fourth, fifth and final stop of our bus trip will take us to Au-
burn, Indiana where we will visit The Early Ford V-8 Museum and Auburn Duesenberg Cord 
Museum. 
 
Tour Planners 
Rick Speck :  
Mike James 
Kathy James:   
 
 



 

 

The Wichita A’s Model A 
Ford Club encourages 
members to join both  
National  MARC and 

MAFCA Clubs. 

MARC 
6721 Merriman 
Garden City, MI 48315 
http://modelarestorers.org 
U.S. Membership Cost: $50 

MAFCA 
250 S. Cypress St. 
La Habra, CA  90631-5515 
www.mafca.com 
U.S. Membership Cost: $50 

For membership information you can 
check MAFCA and MARC web sites. 

National Model A Clubs 
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MAFFI MINUTE 

Through the generosity of Donna Lewis, former MAFCA President and MAFFI Trustee, "Betsy", a 

1930 Ford Model A has been donated to help raise funds for the expansion of the beloved Model A 

Ford Museum. The car remains in the same condition as restored by Red Grow in the 1950's. Enjoy 

driving "Betsy", your newest Model A, to your next cruise-in or car show. This is a truly historical 

vehicle, once owned by a MAFFI Hall of Fame inductee. 

"Betsy", became famous as the best Model A in the world. The Ford Model A has gathered 32 top 

place trophies in the 34 shows which the car was entered. That includes two national shows in 1957 

and 1962. Overall, the car won 39 trophies. It is said that Red Grow's car, "Betsy", was an inspiration 

at the time. It drove many people to do their best in restoring their own car. This urge to do the best 

restoration possible, developed the need for more information about how to a better job. As a result, 

the Judging Standards evolved. We can thank Red Grow and the MAFCA founders for their vision. 

In 1967, Red sold "Betsy" to a Ford car dealer named Dave Grubbs for $5,000, an unheard-of price 

in those days. As a result, Dave Grubb placed the car in a glass cage centered in his dealer show-

room.  Now, you have a chance to own “Betsy” by entering a Sweepstakes through our website, 

https://www.maffi.org/index.htm , or scan the QR code and receive 20% more tickets for your Dona-

tion, available at checkout!" 

Happy Motoring, 

Cindy Ellenbecker, MAFFI Trustee-Secretary 

https://www.maffi.org/index.htm


 

TECH ARTICLE 
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Contributed by Jim Broadhead, Technical Editor  
Contributed by Jim Broadhead, Technical Editor 
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ERA FASHION 

The Book of Fashion Facts page 294 
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2024 SWAP MEET & CAR SHOW SCHEDULE 

LOCAL  AND NATIONAL CALENDARS 

2024  -2025 FUTURE REGIONAL & NATIONAL MODEL  A MEETS 

 

 

April 25-27, 2024 Pate Swap Meet, Texas Motor Speedway     www.pateswapmeet.com.. ….Fort Worth, TX 

June 12-15, 2024 Petit Jean Swap Meet……………………………………………………. …...Petit Jean, AR 

October 8-11, 2024 Hershey Region AACA Swap Meet…………………………………….. …….Hershey, PA 

May 21-23, 2024……… 2024  MARC National Tour…………………… ………………….Berlin, Ohio 

  
June 23-29, 2024……….. 

MAFCA National Convention  hosted by Santa 
Maria A’s……………………………………….. 

  
………..Ruidoso, New Mexico 

July 15-18, 2024………... 2024 MARC National Meet…………………….. …….Asheville, North Carolina 

December 11-14, 2024.…. 
National Awards Banquet hosted by Utah Valley 
Model A Ford  Club, Salty A’s & Beehive A’s… 

………….Salt Lake City, Utah 

June 16-20, 2025………... 
2025 National Tour hosted by Dallas Model A 
Ford Club……………………………………….. 

 



 

 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

Join the Wichita A’s.   
We meet on the 4th Monday of each 

month except December 
 

Minisa Park, 704 W. 13th Wichita, 
KS at 7 PM 

Go To: 
 

Wichita A's Model A Ford Club 
(wichitaas.com)  

 
To download  forms to join  the Wichita 

A’s Model A Ford Club, MAFCA, 
MARC or MAFFI . 

https://wichitaas.com/
https://wichitaas.com/


 

Wichita A’s Model A Ford Club 
P.O. Box 25 
Wichita, KS  67201 

 
__________________________________ 

  

 The Rumbleseat Review is the official publica-
tion of the Wichita A’s Model A Ford Club, Inc., a local 
chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America and the 
Model A Restorers Club.  It’s purpose is to keep mem-
bers informed of past, present and future events, activi-
ties, and club news.  In addition, this newsletter includes 
articles and other information to aid in the restoration 
and enjoyment of the Model A Ford automobile. 

 This publication is mailed or emailed to mem-
bers, prospective members and editors of similar publi-
cations prior to monthly meetings.  Meetings are usually 
the fourth Monday of the month.  Members may publish 
antique car related ads only for free of charge which in-
cludes items wanted, items for sale, or items for trade.  
We invite members to submit articles containing tech-
nical Model A information and other interesting tidbits 
for publication in this newsletter.  Items to be published 
must be submitted to the newsletter editor by deadline 
shown in the calendar.  Wichita A’s membership dues 
are $25.00, per year (October to September30).  
MAFCA dues are $50.00 per year and MARC dues are 
$50.00 per year.  A business card advertisement in this 
newsletter is $25.00 per year. 

Wichita A’s Model A Ford Club Contacts 
 
If you chose to email one of the following contacts, 
go to our web page at www.wichitaas.com and click 
on contacts and send your email from there  In-
clude the person you want to email in your message 

 

President, Frank Chenoweth 

    ………………………...………..  

Vice President, Rick Speck 

    ……………………………..…... ( 

Secretary, Kathy James 

…………………………….……… ( 

Treasurer, Claudia Ellerman 

…………………………….……… ( 

Tour Chairman, Don Grabendike 

……………………………………...( 

Membership, Linda Kibbe 

    ……………………………..…… ( 

Newsletter Editor, Sheila Orr 

    sheorr@sbcglobal.net...…………. ( 

Webmaster, Darren Schuster   

      

  

Address Service Requested 


