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Wichita Aôs Model A Club Meeting- April 25, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER -The meeting was called to order by President, James Sharp.  James reported that his Mother is 
doing well and is currently in an Independent Living facility in Derby. 
PLELDGE OF ALLEGIANCEðJames Sharp led the club members in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
NEW MEMBERS & GUEST  -No new members or guests were present at tonightôs meeting. 
STORY OF THE EVENING  - Don Grabendike shared a story of the evening. 
March 28, 2022 MINUTES - Jim Broadhead made a motion to approve the March 28, 2022 minutes.   
Jim Nungesser seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
TREASURERôS REPORT - Claudia Ellerman presented the treasurerôs report.  Motion was made by Greg Rau to 
accept the report.  Gil Adams seconded.  Motion was carried.   
COMMUNICATIONSï No new communications have been received. 
MARC AND MAFCA REPORT - Nothing new to report this month. 
WACC  - Richard Kibbe reported that there will be another WACC meeting next month.  So far 20 groups have 
signed up as sponsors for WACC.  Groups still have a couple of weeks to sign up. 
SUNSHINE REPORTï Bonita Graham reported that Carol Allen had passed as has Johnnie Roberts (from Derby).  
Prayers are being asked for Wes Voth, who has been diagnosed with cancer. 
PAST TOURS 
é..BIG KANSAS ROAD TRIP ïMike James reported that a tour for the BIG KANSAS ROAD TRIP is being 
planned for May 5ð8th.  Currently five Model Aôs and one modern car have signed up to participate.  Cost of the trip 
is $20 for members and $50 for guests. 
é..LAVENDER TOURðJames and Judy Sharp are planning a lavender farm tour by Winfield on Saturday, June 
11.  Reservations will be taken for the trip at this monthôs meeting as well as the May meeting.  Cost of the trip is $5.00 
per person. 
é..MODEL A CLUB PICNICï will be held on Sunday, May 22,2022 at Steve and Jane McLaughlinôs home.  Club 
members asked to bring a side dish or dessert. 
é..MIDWEST REGIONAL MEETðwill be in Olathe, KS this year from June 2-7th.  Several club members are 
planning on attending. 
é..OCTOBERFEST & THE GARAGE TOURðWill be held on September 17th and 18th.  Linda and Richard 
Kibbe are planning the tour.  Linda reported that 10 hotel rooms have been reserved and they are filling up fast, so get 
your reservation in.  On Saturday, Sept. 17th, the tour will go to Abilene for lunch and the Octoberfest.  On Sunday, 
Sept. 18th, the group will leave for Salina for a tour of The Garage.  It opens at 1pm. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
é..MAY PROGRAM - Bob Phye is needing at least 3 club members to share their GEMS (items that are precious to 
them) at the next club meeting.  If anyone has an item they would like to share,  please let Bob know. 
é..REFRESHMENT SIGN UP - Brenda Broadhead announced that the refreshment list has openings from July, 
August and September.  Please let Brenda know if you can assist. 
é..KANSAS MAPS ïBrenda Broadhead announced that she has a box of Kansas maps.  She said anyone who wants 
them is welcome to them. 
é..HEADLIGHT ON REFRESHMENT TABLE ïJames Sharp mentioned that the headlight on the refreshment 
table is there to collect contributions for a MAFFI brick.  Once $150 is collected in the headlight, the club can purchase 
a brick to honor a club member.  Denny Ellerman will check to determine the amount of the current collection. 
OLD BUSINESS  -  
é.. YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP ïthe board recommended that a donation of $500 be made to the Model A Youth 
scholarship.  Eric Weninger made a motion to accept the recommendation.  Jim Broadhead seconded the motion.  
The motion carried.  Claudia will send in the contribution. 
NEW BUSINESSï No new business was introduced. 
NEXT MEETINGï May 23, 2022 
TONIGHTS PROGRAMðJohn Stone presented the program sharing his personnel collection of unique car parts. 
REFRESHMENTS TONIGHT-WERE PROVIDED BY:  Nancy Brown, Barb Phye, Sheila Orr, Gil and Melanie 
Adams. 
 
Meeting Adjourned, 
 
Kathy James, Secretary 



 

PRESIDENT 
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Editorôs Note 

Notes from your President 
 
It was good to see everyone at our meeting in April.  I think spring is finally here and we can enjoy the warmer weath-
er.  With the arrival of spring our club has activities that each of us can participate in.  Those items include club tours, 
the club picnic, and our club meetings.  We also have a group of members attending the regional meet in Olathe. 
 
Our club picnic is Sunday, May 22, our club meeting is May 23 and there is a tour of a Lavender Farm on June 11.  I 
hope that each of you will be able to participate in these events. 
 
Letôs all drive our cars and enjoy them. 
 
Jim Sharp 
President 

Here is hoping everyone had a great Motherôs Day!  Lots of activities happening or have already happened.  Cald-
well Tour and Big Kansas Road Trip behind us!  Picnic, Regional Meet in Olathe, KS and Lavender Tour coming 
up.  Weather has warmed up and great time to get the cars out and enjoy!  One of the best parts of being in the club 
is to be able to drive our Aôs and giving us a chance to get to know our members. 
 
Have fun and enjoy!! 
 
Sheila Orr 
Editor 



 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ  
5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 

 

 

Friday, June 10, 2022 
Sheila Orr 

sheorr@sbcglobal.net or 
316-207-8878 
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Announcement's 

May June July 

Refreshments  

June 
Birthdays 

 
2 Aaron Frazer 
3 Gil Adams 
3    Rex Kraus 
4    Tonya Jordon 
4    Glenda Sill 
9    Larry Thompson 
13  Helen Louise Beaver 
15  Mary Brashear 
17  Melanie Adams 
18   Alan Orr 
18   Barry Plunkett 
19   Lenette Kottas 
20   Trudee Harshfield 
23 Diana Grube  
24 Sheryl Wilson 
27   Judi Sharp 

Beverage 
Linda Kibbe 

Treats 
Orpha Eyres 
Donna Hileman 
Brenda Broadhead 

 

Beverage 
Brenda Broadhead 

Treats 
Terry Grabendike 
Kathy James 
Susan Stone 

 

Beverage 
JoAnn Bruce 

Treats 
Debbie Rice 

Stuart & Gina McNeal 
Nancy Brown 

Roster Update 

David  A & Barbara Moore 
 
ó28 Truck 

Thanks to John Stone for sharing his garage treasures with 
the members.  It is amazing what you can find in some of 
the garages! 

Our sympathy goes out to the family 
of Johnnie Roberts .  Johnnie and 
Hazel were long time members of the 

Wichita Aôs 

Sympathy 

Our sympathy goes out to Lenette Kottas and 
family in the recent death of Lawrence Kottas.  
Lawrence and Lennette have been long time 

member of the Wichita Aôs. 

MAFFI BRICK  
COLLECTION 
After the April meeting, 
we have a balance of 

$169.69 
 

Denny Ellerman 



 

The Great Race 
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The Great Race:  Never Say Never Againé 
Many of you will remember the Wichita Aôs going to see 
the Great Race!  We usually drove our Aôs on a tour or 
bussed to the nearest stop on their route across America.  
My Brother, Taylor Merrill (who lives in LaGrange, Geor-
gia) competed in the Great Race for 14 years (last one was 
in 2017) in a 1929 Roadster we dubbed ñThe Georgia 
Peachò.  Taylor (driver) and son Todd (navigator) have 
signed up to do it one more time.  He was always glad to 
see the Wichita Aôs along the way and appreciated all the 
help he got to fix his A to be ready for the next day/rest of 
the race!  The route this year will go through the last 2 
states (Rhode Island and North Dakota) that his Model A 
hasnôt been in yet!  The route this year starts in Warwick, 
Rhode Island and ends in Fargo, North Dakota.  The dates 
are June 18-26.  His car number this year will be #156.  For 
more information about the race and daily updates during 
the race go to: greatrace.com  Good Luck Taylor and 
Todd!! And their support team Judy & Beth!! 
 
Susan & John Stone 

Gatsby Party 

Alan and Sheila Orrôs 30 Model A was used as a prop for a Gatsby Party and Grand Showroom re-
opening at Quality Granite.  Our friends Brandon and Kelsey Brigham  own the business and their 

showroom is beautiful.  Always fun to hear and see the remarks about the Model A! 
 

Alan and Sheila Orr 
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PAST TOURS 

CALDWELL, KANSAS 

On a very wet and very, very WINDY SATURDAY 
on April 23, 2022, Gilbert Adams led 7 Model Aôs 
and 2 modern cars to Caldwell. KS.  We were met by 
the sheriff and his posse who escorted into town.  We 
toured the Opera House and a very interesting Museum 
Tour.  After touring, we had a great meal at the local 
restaurant.   
Thank you Gilbert for a great tour! 
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Continued from page  6 

These are some of the items from the Museum in   
Caldwell, KS 

Lunch at The Red Barn Caf®! 
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FUTURE TOURS AND EVENTS 

LAVENDER FARM 

PICNIC 

What:     Picnic in May 
When:    Sunday, May 22nd 
Where:   
Time:     5:30PM 
 
Steve and Jane McLaughlin will be hosting the Picnic at their home.  
They will be providing the Hot Dogs.  Please bring a side dish or dessert. 
I am told Steve has a special surprise at the picnic?? 
 

See you there! 

OCTOBERFEST & THE GARAGE TOUR 

Our club is going to attend the Octoberfest in Abilene, KS on Saturday, September 17th.  On Sunday we will travel to 
Salina to visit "The Garage" at 1:00 PM.   We will return home after visiting the Garage.  This will be a two-day 
tour .   
 
The hotel informed me they have another event happening the same day and I was lucky to block these rooms.  They 
advised me you should make your reservation early so if more than 10 rooms are needed, they can book you for a 
room.  Reservations must be made by August 21, 2022.  The remaining rooms will drop off then. 
 
I blocked 10 rooms at the Holiday Inn Express in Abilene, KS.  
Group Rate:  $112.99 plus tax.  Total $134.18 
Phone # 1(785) 263-4049 
Mention you are from the Wichita A's Model A Club in Wichita 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
Linda Kibbe 
 

Join us for a tour to a Lavender Farm on Saturday June 11, 
2022.  Cost is $5 per person.  More details and signup at the 
May meeting. 
 
Tour leaders:  James and Judi Sharp 
Phone:   



 

 

The Wichita Aôs Model A 
Ford Club encourages 
members to join both  
National  MARC and 
MAFCA Clubs. 

MARC 
6721 Merriman 
Garden City, MI 48315 
http://modelarestorers.org 
U.S. Membership Cost: $45 

MAFCA 
250 S. Cypress St. 
La Habra, CA  90631-5515 
www.mafca.com 
U.S. Membership Cost: $50 

For membership information you can 
check MAFCA and MARC web sites. 

National Model A Clubs 
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The Plain Olô As Model a Club has been 
hard at work planning for the Regional Meet 
that they originally planned for 2020.  The 
dates are June 2-7, 2022.  This is a little dif-
ferent than Regionals have been because it 
is Thursday through Tuesday.  It will be 
nice to not have to travel there and back on 
the week-end. 
 
The Meet Headquarters will be at the Em-
bassy Suites Olathe with a special rate, but 
that is not available quite yet.  They are 
planning to have it available by January.  
Watch for updated info at  https://
plainolas.com/regional. 
 
We hope many Meadowlarks will want to 
fly south for this Regional Meet to support 
our friends who have had to re-do their 
planning due to the Pandemic and to have a 
great time!!! 

Tour information and the registration form is 
now available at https://plainolas.com/regional. 

There are several members and cars going to the convention in Olathe, KS on June 2-7.  If you have never been, it 
is a great time to consider going.  It is close to home and a good chance to explore the Regional Meet.  They have 
several nice tours planned along with meals.  You can pick or choose how many days to attend and what you want 
to do while you are there.    Get on line at the above links to register and see what is going on! 
 

Ray Hoffmans has generously agreed to lead the group to Olatheðdetails to follow! 

óAô Redo in ó22 
Regional Meet in Olathe, Kansas 
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I am often asked just how many cars I own?  My answer is usually a variation of, more than I need and less than I 
want.  I donôt count them and donôt want anyone else to. 
 
I appreciate many different genres of car collecting and the hobby.  I am not a one kind of car guy.  I appreciate a 1940 
Ford sedan or a rare Japanese car but they are not my interest.  Maybe if I am sensitized and around them more, I 
would understand them more?   
 
This is part one of the story of how I ended up with a Model A, my experiences with it and what I have learned.  It is 
also a record of the week in the spring of 2022 that I drove it as my primary vehicle.  (This will be Part II.)  
 
The Porsche Club has a slogan ñItôs not the car, itôs the people.ò  While this is good marketing, it also applies to the 
car collecting I have been a part of.  Doesnôt this sound like it could be the catch phrase of our Model A Club and all 
other car clubs?  I enjoy my car more because of the friends I have made owning it and trying to keep it on the road.   
 
About eight years ago we got a new neighbor.  Jim and I became fast friends partially because of our common love of 
cars.  Jim liked cars up to the late 1940ôs.  I noticed Jimôs interest waned from cars manufactured after the 1950ôs.  
Soon after moving in, a local young person won a Model A two door sedan in a contest and Jim ended up buying it 
from her.  As an adult, this was the first time I was around a Model A.  I was given the opportunity to ride in Jimôs. 
 
I was a muscle car guy, a 1970ôs car guy and a convertible lover.  (not necessarily in that order).  At that time I had a 
handful of collector cars but only one was older than 1970.  That was a Dodge Power Wagon that was fantastic to look 
at with aged, gorgeous, real patina that car builders try to emulate but canôt.  It earned its scars from real work on a 
farm in NE Kansas.  But the truck was as miserable to drive on the street as would a Ford 8n tractor.  Driving it from 
the house to downtown was exhausting.  I hated the driving experience but loved the truck.  (Power Wagon was the 
only vehicle I have ever owned that won a car show.  Albeit a local car show at the Wichita Art Museum.  But it won!) 
 
After I rode in Jimôs Model A, I wondered less why an A was so popular.  I discovered that not all pre 1950ôs vehicles 
were as exhausting to drive as the Power Wagon was.  I immediately like the simplicity and ease of driving.  I had a 
growing ñAò ppreciation for the ubiquitous Ford. 
 
Although I did not and had not owned a Model A, I am a reader of car magazines, books, stories, club newsletters etc.  
My self-diagnosed ADHD and short attention span are perfect for a magazine article.  I am also educated beyond my 
intellect.  When I have evening time to wind down, I do a lot of reading and learning about cars although I still know 
how to read a book on other topics. 
 
Before Jim got his Model A, I had come across the blog.www.365daysofA.com.  Jonathon Klinger of Hagerty Insur-
ance blogged for a year about giving up his daily drivers in Michigan for an entire year and only driving his Model A.  
Except for when he traveled and rented a car, he drove his A for everything.  One thing about Jonathon that is different 
than me is that he is a decent mechanic.  I am not much of one. 
 
Early in 1970, when I was about six years old, my favorite 
Uncle (who owned a Motel T and an antique fire engine 
which he still owns ) and my father bought a rag top Model 
A.  I have a photo of that car.  I am piled in with a bunch of 
kids.  (The car is long gone.) 

Living with an ñAò Everyday 
By Ryan Bendell 
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I did some research on body styles and decided I wanted to look for my own car that fit my vision of a useful Model A.  For 
a relatively reasonable investment I wanted to experience what the old timers knew about the Ford.   
 
From my reading and stories, I have been told, the Model A had an interesting history after the war.  Primary vehicle for 
some and then became the first ósecondô car for many families as they were cheap and simple.  I have been told that they 
were still being driven out to the Boeing  plant into the early 1970ôs by employees while the families primary vehicle was at 
home. 
 
This isnôt that odd if you do the math.  If you drove a 1930 Model A to work in 1960, it was a 30-year old car.  The same as 
driving a 1992 car to work today.  We would not think twice if a coworker drove a 1992 Ford pickup to work.  They are still 
on the road.  They were not that old to us.  Certainly not as we think of a Model A today.  I think it was only odd to me as I 
was not there to experience and see it. 
 
After researching the myriad of body styles, I decided I wanted a coupe with a rumble seat, and I did not want anything re-
stored.  Patina, hot rod looking, and lousy paint did not bother me.  Mechanically reliable was a necessity.  What my late 
father would have called a jalopy was what I desired in looks.  Due to my mechanical limitations, I always want mechani-
cally reliable.  Preferably bought that way but I am amenable and experienced in having issues with my cars fixed by mak-
ing lists and getting them repaired. 
 
My good friend Jim and I looked at a few for sale but nothing  was right.  Then I discovered the óright one.ô  A 1931 deluxe 
coupe with a rumble seat and more faded paint than most would tolerate.  The seller had a chain with a padlock around the 
axle and to a pole in his driveway to keep it from being stolen.  Perfect!  (Although with hindsight, very few would know 
how to start it up to steal it.) 
 
Unfortunately, some rust repair, brakes and a leaky gas tank all had to be addressed before I could drive it.  Going with the 
Jalopy/hot rod look.  Words I couldnôt use to describe any of my other collector vehicles. 
 
Casual friends and non-car people see my Model A and ask when I will be restoring it.  I reply óneverô.  This hurts my feel-
ings when I am asked this.  Would you ask a person with larger than normal ears if they planned on getting plastic surgery?  
To me, this is similar.  I like my car the way it is.  For the record, I joined the Wichita Model A club, and no one there has 
ever asked me if I plan a future restoration.  I fit in just the way my Model A looks.  Warts and all.  Although my geriatric 
and sweet dog is not welcome at the club meetings. 
 
A few years back in homage to the 365days of A.com and Jonathon Klingerôs work, I decided to try to drive my A everyday 
for a week.  A year was too long but a week was a reasonable goal for me.  I did an entire week without failure.  It was reli-
able.  I canôt remember exactly but I did it for most of another week again a year or so ago and it went fine also. 
 
My Model A was reliable.  In a city like Wichita, I proved it can still be driven as daily vehicle.  Would I want it to be my 
only car?  No.  But it could if I needed it to. 
 
Sunday, March 20, 2022, was a windy day but with a high temperature about 75 degrees.  It felt like spring was coming.  I 
had only driven the A a tiny bit since last November and when I got in itðit started right up as always.  I thought about us-
ing it for the upcoming week.  Driving it daily and depending on it as my daily vehicle to commute to work, run errands etc.  
I looked at the weather forecast.  Monday and Tuesday looked rainy, and the balance of the week was forecast as windy 
with mild temperatures. 
 
I thought about the fact that back seventy years ago, a motorist did not have a modern Ford pickup to drive on rainy days.  
The Greatest Generation drove their Aôs rain or shine.  Not that I was driving it in the snow without heat, but a little rain 
would not stop me.  It was the right week to do it. 
 
I took my A home but stopped at Dillions on the way to get my lunch to take to 
work for the upcoming week.  Coming out of Dillions with my bags, a twenty 
something year old guy was admiring my car. He told me he was a mechanic 
from Texas and had a customer with an A that he worked on.  He like the sim-
plicity of the Model A.  A car guy is a car guy. 
 
 
In a future issue of this newsletter, I will write about my week of driving. 
It did not go as smooth as the previous times. 
                                                                               Ryan Bendell 
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ERA FASHIONS 

Copied from the Gearbox Chatter May/June 2022 


